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FOREWORD

Putting together a collection in any
area of the art world requires time.

Assembling the most magnificent collection
of Mughal jewels, gem encrusted daggers and

creations by the world’s leading house - takes
time, knowledge and a deep passion, almost at
the brink of obsession.

Maharajas & Mughal Magnificence offers a
group of objects from The Al Thani Collection
and exemplifies collecting at its best, exploring
the significant creative dialogue between India
and the West, from as far back as the early 17th
century through to modern day mastery.

From a jade hilted dagger once owned by Shah
Jahan, creator of the Taj Mahal, to a jade cup
with an ibex head so realistically carved that

the Chinese Emperor Qianlong composed a
poem in its honor, and; from the 52 carat Mirror
of Paradise diamond from the fabled Golconda
mines to the Nizam of Hyderabad’s diamond
encrusted state sword, this collection showcases
the sophistication of artistic production from the
Royal courts of India.

The Patiala Ruby Choker created by Cartier

in 1931 is a wonderful example of the fusion,
capturing the romance between two cultures.
Created for one of Cartier's greatest clients,
Maharaja Bhupinder Singh of Patiala, it is one of
the many delightful jewels created by the French
house when the Maharajas flocked to Paris to
re-set gems from their treasuries.

bejewelled objects - along with the finest Art Deco

Featuring carved Mughal emeralds, sarpechs

and jighas fit for the turbans of great rulers,
imperial spinel beads inscribed with the names of
important emperors and Tipu Sultan’s magic box,
Maharajas & Mughal Magnificence will surround
you with the richest possible demonstration of
India’s preeminent position in the world of jewelry
and jeweled objects.

Having shared many of these wonderful pieces
over recent years through a series of landmark
publications and travelling exhibitions, The Al
Thani Collection has entrusted us to find new
homes for these exquisite objects. From next year,
we can look forward to exploring other areas of
this diverse and encyclopaedic collection at their
new museum space opening in Paris. In addition
to further acquisitions, sale proceeds will support
ongoing initiatives of The Al Thani Collection
Foundation which extend from exhibitions,
publications and lectures to sponsorships of
projects at museums around the world.

Come and visit us at Christie’s to see this
extraordinary exhibition, and to revel in the history,
artistry and flair of the Mughals and Maharajas.

)

Y

Guillaume Cerutti
Chief Executive Officer







INTRODUCTION

50 years at Christie’s and the top of the
jewellery industry, | thought | had seen it all, until
this once in a lifetime collection comes along.

As the global exhibition of Maharajas & Mughall
Magnificence continues its triumphant journey,
the “oohs” and “aahs” from Shanghai to London
and Hong Kong to Geneva are still ringing in our
heads. From morning till dusk, crowds of visitors
filed in through the doors of Christie’s around
the world to be dazzled by the finest and rarest

examples of Indian art, historic and contemporary.
These jewels and objects are beyond magnificent;

they are definitive, the true embodiment of the
essence of Mughal India.

Maharajas & Mughal Magnificence consists

of almost 400 jewels, gems and objects from
the legendary Al Thani collection of 6,000.

The selection is deliberate and thoughtful, as a
microcosm of the original assemblage, echoing
important themes in the art and culture of a
great civilization.

Beginning with the classics, prominent in the
collection are priceless ornaments, ceremonial
objects, decorative art used by kings and elites
during the age of the Maharajas; and genuine
artifacts with royal provenance spanning

500 years.

Next comes fusion with the West, when at the
turn of the 20th century the Maharajas brought
India’s famously incomparable gems and pearls
to the renowned jewellery houses of Europe for
new inspirations.

And then, the innovation of contemporary
jewellery maestros such as Bhagat and JAR,
who breathe fresh, 21st century air into high
Mughal art.

This is a complete story of an intellectual,
invaluable and visually stunning archive of the
artistic ingenuity that best epitomizes Mughal
aesthetics at its most glorious. Maharajas

& Mughal Magnificence is a collection that
transcends throughout the world. A salute to
art and history.

4@_0.. o

Francois Curiel
Chairman, Christie’s Europe
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SESSION 1

LOTS 1-149
10.00 AM

Please note that the lot images are not necessarily illustrated
to actual size, check dimensions and disclaimers carefully.

Throughout the catalogue, please note these abbreviations:
AGL: American Gemological Laboratories

GIA: Gemological Institute of America

SSEF: Swiss Gemological Institute
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Jam Sahib Of Nawanagar. Vibhaji Il Ranmalji (1827 - 1895),
Jam Sahib (or Saheb) of Nawanagar, circa 1877.

Hulton Archive/Hulton Royals Collection/Getty Images

MAHARAJA VIBHA]JI II RANMAL]JI

Maharaja Vibhaji Il Ranmalji ruled the Indian princely state
of Nawanagar, now known as Jamnagar, from February of

1852 until his death in April 1895. Nawanagar gained much
of its wealth from a famous pearl fishery. The Maharajas of

Nawanagar were known for their magnificent jewelry collection.

Jacques Cartier noted the collection was, “unequaled in the
world, if not in quantity, then certainly in quality.”

1

AN ANTIQUE DIAMOND AND ENAMEL
PORTRAIT PENDANT

Oval-shaped enamel plaque depicting Maharaja
Vibhaji Il Ranmalji, Jam Sahib of Nawanagar,
old-cut diamonds, gold, 1% ins., early 20th century



2

AN ANTIQUE DIAMOND AND ENAMEL
PORTRAIT BROOCH

Oval-shaped enamel plaque depicting Maharaja
Vibhaji Il Ranmalji, Jam Sahib of Nawanagar,

old and baguette-cut diamonds, platinum, 134 ins.,

early 20th century, portraitinitialed J. G.

3

APAIR OF ANTIQUE ENAMEL,
DIAMOND AND PEARL CUFFLINKS

Oval-shaped enamel plaques depicting Maharaja
Vibhaji Il Ranmalji, Jam Sahib of Nawanagar, old-
cut diamonds, pearl, gold, % in., early 20th century

21
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(alternate views)

5
(alternate views)

4

AN ANTIQUE ENAMEL, RUBY AND DIAMOND
GOLD HUNTING CASE MINUTE REPEATING
POCKET WATCH, SEELAND

Champlevé enamel portrait depicting His Highness
Sawai Mahendra Sir Pratap Singh Bahadur,
enameled monogram on the reverse, set with rose-
cut diamonds and oval-cut rubies, white enamel dial,
18k gold (Swiss marks), 2% ins., circa 1890, signed
Seeland, portrait signed J. Graff, case no. 39874,
movement no. 370020

PROVENANCE:

Sotheby's, Geneva, 15 May 2011, lot 109

John Graff (1836-1906) was a talented Swiss enamel
portraitist who was popular during the later part of

the 19th century. His clients were typically important
European families, however, J. Graff was also
commissioned to create portraits for the Indian market.

Depicted here, His Highness Pratap Singh was a career
British Indian Army Officer and the Maharaja of Idar.
From 1878 to 1911 he served as Administrator and
Regent under four Maharajas of Jodhpur. While serving
the Maharajas of Idar he developed a close relationship
with the British Royal family and became Edward VII's
aide-de-camp from 1887 to 1910. Pratap abdicated

the gadiin 1911 and built an illustrious military career
serving in the British Indian Army. His service in the
Second Afghan War, the Tirah Campaign, the Boxer
Rebellion, and the First World War earned him many
honors including the Order of the Star of India, the
Kaisar-i-Hind Medal, the Order of Bath, the Order of the
Nile, the Legion d’Honneur, and the Order of the Star
of Romania. After thirty-eight years of military service,
he returned as to the role of Regent of Jodhpur until his
death in 1922.

5

AN ENAMEL AND GOLD HUNTING CASE
MINUTE REPEATING POCKET WATCH

Champlevé enamel portrait depicting Maharaja
Bhupinder Singh of Patiala, enamel coat of arms on
the reverse, white enamel dial, 18k gold (British and
Swiss hallmarks), 2Y2ins., case no. 34894, circa 1930

PROVENANCE:

Sotheby's, Geneva, 15 May 2011, lot 110



(alternate views)

6

AN ANTIQUE ENAMEL AND GOLD HUNTING CASE MINUTE REPEATING POCKET WATCH,
CHARLES FRODSHAM

Champlevé enamel portraits on either side depicting a nobleman or Maharaja, white enamel dial, 18k gold
(British and Swiss marks), 3 ins., case no. 06763, circa 1885, signed 'Cha. Frodsham, 84 Strand London',
workshop mark (H. M. F.)

PROVENANCE:

Sotheby's, Geneva, 15 May 2011, lot 111

During the late 19th and early 20th century, many pocket watches were made in Europe for the Indian market.
Photographs were typically sent to the artists so that they could render the enamel portraits of the Maharaja or
nobleman commissioning the watch.

23
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AN ANTIQUE DIAMOND AND GOLD PAIZEB

The anklet set with variously-shaped table-cut diamonds, foil, gold, diameter 2% ins.,
early to mid-19th century

PROVENANCE:

Christie's, London, 8 October 1997, lot 309

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York 2014, p. 70

The Miho Museum, Koka 2016, p. 122, no. 89

Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p. 238, no. 176

The Doge's Palace, Venice 2017, p. 254, no. 174

The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p. 274, no. 178

de Young Legion of Honor, San Francisco 2018, pp. 126-27, no. 59

LITERATURE:
Jaffer 2013, p. 178, ill. p. 198, no. 85

Throughout India gold anklets were gifted by rulers to their subjects to honor achievements and recognize
status. Gold anklets similar to this example were also seen in the collection of the Nizams of Hyderabad.



8

APAIR OF ANTIQUE DIAMOND, PEARL AND ENAMEL KARAN-PHUL EARRINGS

The earrings set with pear and oval-shaped table-cut diamonds, pearls, red and green enamel, foil, gold,
24 ins., early to mid-19th century, with modern fittings

25
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(actual size)

9

ACAT'SEYE QUARTZ TAVEEZBEAD

Cat's eye quartz taveez bead of 19.74 carats, 17th century

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p. 65, no. 44

The Doge’s Palace, Venice 2017, p. 84, no. 41
The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p. 97, no. 42
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THE'INDORE SAPPHIRE' TAVEEZ
BEAD PENDANT NECKLACE,
MOUNTED BY CARTIER

Oval-shaped sapphire taveez bead of 23.20 carats,
18th century, later added 18k white gold finelink
chain, 24% ins., chain signed MT Cartier, no. SB7885

PROVENANCE:

Maharaja Yeshwant Rao Holkar Il of Indore

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

Victoria and Albert Museum, London 2015,

p. 56, no. 21

The Miho Museum, Koka 2016, p. 29, no. 6
Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p. 65, no. 43

The Doge's Palace, Venice 2017, p. 85, no. 42
The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p. 98, no. 43
de Young Legion of Honor, San Francisco 2018,
p.172,n0.29

LITERATURE:

Jaffer 2013, p. 382, no0. 130

MAHARAJA YESHWANT
RAO HOLKAR IT OF INDORE

No ruler represents the comingling of European and Indian culture in the
1930s as the Maharaja of Indore, Yeshwant Rao Holkar IIl. Born in India in
1908, he was educated in England, as was his future wife. With a great
passion for Western culture, they spent most of their time in Europe,
returning to India with great treasures they purchased, such as art and
jewelry, as well as new design ideas.

They were famously photographed by Man Ray in Paris and Cannes.
Recalling the event in his autobiography, he states: ‘'The Maharaja of Indore
came to the studio to be photographed, also in Western clothes - sack
suits and formal evening dress. He was young, tall and very elegant. | got

a substantial order from this sitting.... Next year, the Maharaja was in the
South of France with his young bride. He had taken an entire floor of a
hotel in Cannes for himself and his retinue. | arrived in Cannes before noon,
was assigned to my room in the suite..The Maharanee was an exquisite
girl in her teens. She wore French clothes, and a huge emerald ring. The
Maharaja had bought it for her that morning while taking a walk....

Portrait du Maharaja of Indore, Rao Holkar, avec sa femme,
Sanyogita Devi of Indore, 1937

© Man Ray 2015 Trust / ADAGP - ARS - 2019, image :
Telimage, Paris

27
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11

AFOLIOFROMTHEDELUYNES ALBUM
MUGHAL INDIA, RECTO ATTRIBUTABLE TO HIRANAND
CIRCA 1600

Opaque pigments and gold on paper, recto depicting a mounted prince
hawking, verso a court scene with jesters after a European print, within
colored borders on cream album leaf

Recto painting 127 x 8% ins. (31.5 x 21 cm.); verso painting 7V x 4%z ins.
(18 x11.5 cm.); folio 188 x 12% ins. (46 x 32 cm.)

PROVENANCE:
The family collection of the Ducs de Luynes, by 1843, sold Christie's, London,
4 October 2012, lot 167

LITERATURE:

Losty 2013C, cat. 4, pp. 76-79

The hunting scene can be attributed to the artist Hiranand dating to circa 1600.
The main figures, particularly the attendant carrying a gun in the foreground have
quite high foreheads and expressive features. A good comparison can be made
with a work attributed to Hiranand in the Freer Gallery of Art from the Akbarnama
dated to circa 1604, (inv.1952.31; Beach, 1981, cat. no.12f). The fine modeling of
both the facial features and the delicate outlines of this European inspired scene
make this a remarkably refined work of its time. A European inspired biblical
scene by the Mughal artist Kesu Das attributed to circa 1590 depicts figures with
expressive gestures very similar to the striking figures present in our painting. It
has been suggested that the current lot is a Deccani rather than Mughal copy of a
European original. However the composition and in particular the foreground with
two figures depicted only from their head and shoulders upwards outside the
walled compound is distinctly Mughal.

(verso)

28 IMAGE OF REDUCED SIZE



IMAGE OF REDUCED SIZE
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12

A GOSHAWK
MUGHAL INDIA, 18TH CENTURY, THE BORDERS
SIGNED BY DAULAT, 17TH CENTURY

Opaque pigments and gold on paper, signed on the lower inner gold margin,
within cream album leaf painted with flowers, backed on cream card
Painting 72 x 4%2ins. (19 x 11.5 cm.); folio 127 x 8 ins. (32.6 x 20.2 cm.)

IMAGE OF ENLARGED SIZE

PROVENANCE:

Layla S. Diba, New York
Sarikhani Collection

INSCRIBED:
amala kamtarin daulat, 'the work of the most humble, daulat’
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APAIR OF JADEFALCON BRACELETS
INDIA, EARLY 19TH CENTURY

Each set with leaf shaped rubies
Each 1%z ins. (4 cm.) diam.

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York 2014, p. 37

The Miho Museum, Koka 2016, p. 107, no. 75

Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p. 105, no. 73

The Doge’s Palace, Venice 2017, p. 128, no. 76

The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p. 152, no. 80

de Young Legion of Honor, San Francisco 2018, p. 75, no. 21

LITERATURE:

Jaffer 2013, p. 126, ill. p. 186, no. 49

31
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14

AGEM SET GOLD ARCHER'S RING
SOUTH INDIA OR DECCAN, POSSIBLY TANJORE, 1750-1850

Set with diamonds, rubies and emeralds
1in. (2.6 cm.) high; 1% ins. (3.3 cm) deep; 1% ins. (4.1 cm.) deep

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p.183, n0.137

The Doge's Palace, Venice 2017, p.210, no.143
The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p.233, no.147
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A GEM SET JADE ARCHER'SRING
INDIA, 1750-1800

Set with diamonds, rubies and emeralds

%in.(2.1cm.) high; 1% ins.(2.9 cm.) wide; 1%s ins.

(4.1cm.) deep

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

Victoria and Albert Museum, London 2015,
p.93,no0.44

Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p.106, no.77

The Doge's Palace, Venice 2017, p.131,n0.80
The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p.156, no.84

LITERATURE:

Jaffer 2013, p.186, n0.50

16

16

A JADE AND SILVER ARCHER’S RING
INDIA, 1650-1700

Set with rubies and emeralds, the gold kundan
setting carved with serrated edges and scalloped
around the central ruby

% in. (2 cm.) high; 1%sins. (2.8 cm.) wide;

1%ins. (3.8 cm.) deep

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

Victoria and Albert Museum, London 2015,
p.93,no.44

Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p.106, no.75

The Doge's Palace, Venice 2017, p.131, no.79
The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p.155, n0.83

LITERATURE:

Jaffer 2013, p.55, no.21

The silver lining was probably inserted to
resize the ring.

KK
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17
AN ANTIQUE DIAMOND RING

Old-cut diamond, gold and silver,
ring size 7%, circa 1760

PROVENANCE:
By repute, Major Rasfur Lee Knox of Sligo

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p. 38, no. 8

The Doge's Palace, Venice 2017, p. 53, no. 7

The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p. 63, no. 8

de Young Legion of Honor, San Francisco 2018, p. 170, no. 4

INSCRIBED:

R. Knox 1764

Major Rasfur Lee Knox of Sligo (also known as Randfurlie Knox of Sligo) was
born in Sligo, Ireland to a military family related to the prominent Knoxes of
Prehen. Knox entered the Royal Military college of Woolwich at sixteen years old.
In 1753 he enlisted in the British East India company as an Ensign and quickly
rose through the ranks of the Madras Army. He commanded Bengal, European,
and Sepoy Battalions. After the successful siege of Patna, he gained the title
Lieutenant Colonel but died before he could assume his command at the age

of thirty-four. He is buried in a tomb on the banks of the Ganges at Patna,

which bears the inscription, “the earthly remains of the truly gallant Major
Randfurlie Knox.”
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ANANTIQUE DIAMOND RING

Old European brilliant-cut diamond of 21.67 carats,
gold, ring size 5%, circa 1915

GIA, 2019, report no. 5202200026: 21.67 carats,
O to Prange, VS2 clarity

PROVENANCE:
By repute, Rajmata Gayatri Devi of Jaipur

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:
The Doge’s Palace, Venice 2017, p. 342, no. 238
The Palace Museum, Beijing, 2018, p. 352, no. 242

(alternate views)

Rajmata Gayatri Devi of Jaipur at the wedding of the Maharaja’s son, 1966,
wearing a ring similar to Lot 18.

© Marilyn Silverstone/Magnum Photos
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19
APAIR OF ANTIQUE RUBY, PEARL, GLASS AND DIAMOND EARRINGS

Oval-shaped rubies, rose-cut diamonds, pearls, red glass beads, gold and silver, 1%z ins.,
early 20th century, one ruby deficient

PROVENANCE:

By repute, Nizams of Hyderabad

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

Victoria and Albert Museum, London 2015, p. 118, no. 67
The Miho Museum, Koka 2016, p. 154, no. 118

Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p. 257, n0. 190

The Doge's Palace, Venice 2017, p. 272, no. 186

The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p. 291, no. 190

LITERATURE:

Jaffer 2013, p. 240, ill. p. 274, no. 99
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APAIR OF ANTIQUE DIAMOND, PEARL, GLASS AND ENAMEL EARRINGS

Rose-cut diamonds, pearls, green glass beads, red enamel, foil, gold and silver,
2ins., early 20th century

PROVENANCE:

By repute, Nizams of Hyderabad

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

Victoria and Albert Museum, London 2015, p. 118, no. 68
The Miho Museum, Koka 2016, p. 155, no. 119

Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p. 257, no. 191

The Doge's Palace, Venice 2017, p. 273, no. 187

The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p. 291, no. 191

LITERATURE:
Jackson and Jaffer 2009, p. 151
Jaffer 2013, p. 240, ill. p. 274, no. 100
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ANANTIQUE DIAMOND AND ENAMEL BAZUBAND

The armband set with pear and variously-shaped table-cut diamonds, white,
red and green enamel, foil, silver and gold on a lac core, 7% ins., 19th century

PROVENANCE:
By repute, Nizams of Hyderabad

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

The Miho Museum, Koka 2016, p. 120, no. 87
Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p. 235, no. 174

The Doge's Palace, Venice 2017, p. 250, no. 171
The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p. 270, no. 175

LITERATURE:

Jaffer 2013, p. 194, no.73
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AN ANTIQUE DIAMOND RIVIERE NECKLACE

Thirty-three graduated old-cut diamonds, the seven central diamonds
weighing (from left to right) 10.03,10.93,19.19, 24.38,17.52,12.28,
and 9.90 carats, gold and silver, 15 ins., late 19th century

PROVENANCE:
Nizams of Hyderabad
Christie's, Hong Kong, 25 November 2014, lot 2085

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p. 282, no. 211

The Doge’s Palace, Venice 2017, p. 296, no. 205

The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p. 312, no. 209

de Young Legion of Honor, San Francisco 2018, p. 130, no. 63
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ALEATHER AND BRASS JEWELRY TRUNK

The rectangular black leather trunk comprising ten compartments lined with
magenta fabric, with brass slides and lock mechanism, accompanied by outer
travel cover and two keys, 17 x 11 x 113 ins., lock inscribed 'Chubb's 128 Queen
Victoria Street, London, Makers to His Majesty' with maker's mark, interior of
case inscribed'A. Abid & Co., Hyderabad & Secunderabad’, two brass slides
and one lock mechanism deficient

PROVENANCE:
Nizams of Hyderabad

Founded in 1818 by brothers Charles and Jeremiah Chubb, the Chubb lock
company was well-renowned in London. In 1823, the firm was awarded with

a license to work for King George IV and the royal household. Chubb was also
known as the sole supplier during this time to the General Post Office and Her
Majesty's Prison Service.

Chubb opened its first location in London on 57 St Paul’s Churchyard. Here they
remained until 1877, until they moved to 128 Queen Victoria Street. They have
since expanded and changed locations over time and the firm still remains in
business today.
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AN AGATE ARCHER’S RING
INDIA, 1775-1825
%in. (1.8 cm.) high; %8 ins. (2.9 cm.) wide; 1%z ins. (3.9 cm.) deep

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p.106, no.76

The Doge’s Palace, Venice 2017, p.132, no.81
The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p.157, n0.85

For a note on archer's rings see the following lot.
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A CARNELIAN ARCHER’S RING
NORTH INDIA, CIRCA 18TH CENTURY

Of typical form
%in. (2.1 cm.) high; 1% ins. (3.4 cm.) wide; 1% ins. (4.3 cm.) deep

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p.106, no.78

The Doge’s Palace, Venice 2017, p.132, no.82
The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p.157, no. 86

LITERATURE:

Jaffer 2013, p.126, no.51

Archer’s rings made of precious and semi-precious stones are well documented in Mughal India. In the Windsor
Padshanameh dating from the first half of the 17th century, for example, Jahangir can be seen with a pair of
archer’s rings suspended from his belt, one of which is colored cream and orange and could easily be made of
similar stone (see, Beach, Koch and Thackston, 1997, pp.36-37, figs.8-9).

45



MAHARAJAS & MUGHAL MAGNIFICENCE

26

A

A GOLD-DAMASCENED STEEL
PUSH-DAGGER (KATAR)
INDIA, 18TH CENTURY

The hilt's gold-damascened decoration
with floral motifs
21%sins. (54.5 cm.) long

46 IMAGES OF REDUCED SIZE

27

27

A GOLD-INLAID AND RUBY INSET STEEL
PUSH-DAGGER (KATAR)
INDIA, 18TH CENTURY

Watered-steel blade, verso with a lion hunting
adeer and recto with a tiger hunting a camel,
all animals set with ruby eyes and gold details
19%ins. (49 cm.) long
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AN EMERALD-INLAID AND GEM SET GOLD
PUSH-DAGGER (KATAR)
INDIA, 18TH CENTURY

Inlaid with carved emeralds along each outer edge
decorated with flowers in low relief, the entire hilt
set with diamonds, rubies and emeralds on gold,
steel blade

157%ins. (40.3 cm.) long

(detail)

IMAGES OF REDUCED SIZE
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(detail)

29

A GOLD AND GEM SET DAGGER (KATAR)
NORTH INDIA OR DECCAN, CIRCA 1680-1720

Set with diamonds, rubies and emeralds, steel blade
16¥2ins. (42.1cm.) long

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York 2014, pp.42-43
Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p.160, no.121

The Doge’s Palace, Venice 2017, p.198, no.133

The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p.222, n0.137

48 IMAGE OF REDUCED SIZE
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AN ANTIQUE RUBY, EMERALD AND DIAMOND FINIAL

Oval and circular cabochon rubies and emeralds, table-cut diamonds, gold, 3% ins.,
late 18th or early 19th century, with later added pinstems
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A GOLD GEM SET BOX
POSSIBLY SOUTH INDIA, 1675-1725

Set with diamonds, rubies and emeralds,
the interior and base in plain gold
1Y ins. (3.1 cm.) high; 1%2ins. (3.9 cm.) diam.

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p.156, no.118

The Doge’s Palace, Venice 2017, p.176, no. 115
The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p.204, no.119

LITERATURE:

Jaffer 2013, p.93-94, no.10

32

A SPHERICAL GOLD JEWELED BOX
INDIA, 1675-1725

Set with diamonds, rubies and emeralds,
the interior and underside in plain gold
1%&ins. (3.5 cm.) high; 1%2ins. (3.9 cm.) diam.

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

The Miho Museum, Koka 2016, p.82, n0.52
Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p.156, no.119

The Doge’s Palace, Venice 2017, p.176, no. 116
The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p.204, no.120

LITERATURE:

Jaffer 2013, p.93,no.9

51



52

MAHARAJAS & MUGHAL MAGNIFICENCE

(actual size)

33

AN ANTIQUE EMERALD BEAD, DIAMOND
AND SEED PEARL NATH

The nose ring set with emerald beads, pear and
old-cut diamonds, circular rose-cut diamonds,
seed pearls, gold, 17z ins., early 20th century

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York 2014,
pp.76-77

Victoria and Albert Museum, London 2015,
p.119,n0.69

The Miho Museum, Koka 2016, p. 156, no. 120
Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p. 261, n0. 193

The Doge’s Palace, Venice 2017, p. 278, no. 191
The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p. 296, no. 195
de Young Legion of Honor, San Francisco 2018,
p.181,no. 117

LITERATURE:

Jaffer 2013, p. 247, ill. p. 276, no. 106

Nose rings are very popular in most parts of India.
Ornate pieces such as the ones offered here would
have been worn at elaborate weddings and other
formal occasions.



34

AN ANTIQUE RUBY BEAD,
DIAMOND AND SEED PEARL NATH

The nose ring set with ruby beads, circular
and pear-shaped diamonds, circular rose-cut
diamonds, seed pearls, gold, 1% ins.,

early 20th century

PROVENANCE:

Christie's, London, 8 October 1997, lot 335
i
EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED: .

Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York 2014,

J“ '-'
pp.76-77 ! -’ q‘,-.-'
Victoria and Albert Museum, London 2015, " ! o
p. 119, no. 69 . %» a '
The Miho Museum, Koka 2016, p. 157, no. 121 I'-.“ i

Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p. 261, no. 194 . I
The Doge's Palace, Venice 2017, p. 279, no. 192
The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p. 296, no. 196
de Young Legion of Honor, San Francisco 2018,
p.181,n0.118

(actual size)

LITERATURE:

Jaffer 2013, p. 276, no. 105
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AN ANTIQUE EMERALD BEAD AND PEARL NECKLACE

Round to oval carved and polished emerald beads of 15.65-13.40 x 13.10 to
9.55x9.15x 7.15 mm, pearls, shortest length 17 ins. (adjustable), 19th century,
restrung at a later date

AGL, 2019, report no. 1100325: Excess of 50% tested at random, Colombia,
minor to moderate clarity enhancement, traditional type

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

Victoria and Albert Museum, London 2015, p. 50, no. 12

The Miho Museum, Koka 2016, p. 35, no. 12

Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p. 51, no. 32

The Doge's Palace, Venice 2017, p. 74, no. 33

The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p. 87, no. 34

de Young Legion of Honor, San Francisco 2018, p. 54-55, no. 8
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AN ANTIQUE COLORED DIAMOND, DIAMOND AND
NATURAL PEARL PENDANT

Triangular-shaped table-cut pink diamond, half-moon and triangular-shaped
table-cut diamonds, rose-cut diamonds, pearls, engraved on the reverse with
floral motif, silver, 2 ins., 19th century

GIA, 2019, report no. 6204203869: natural pearls, saltwater,

no indications of treatment

GIA, 2019, report no. 5202203895: Identification and Origin Report,
Colored Diamond, Natural Color

(actual size)
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BHAGAT

Bhagat today is widely recognized as one of the most inventive
contemporary jewelers of our time. Based in Mumbai, Bhagat works
with a strictly limited but opulent palette of gemstones, tirelessly
travelling the world in search of the rare and important material
needed to manufacture their intricate and exquisite creations. Each
unique jewel is made by hand with fewer than 60 produced annually.
The essence of Bhagat's originality lies in the manner in which

they unite classical Indian forms and motifs with a contemporary
sensibility that, whilst it combines aspects of East and West, is
entirely international.

Now in its fourth and fifth generations, Bhagat is run by Viren along
with his two sons, Varun and Jay. In recent years, their works have
been exhibited globally at the Kremlin State Museum in Moscow, the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York and the Victoria and Albert
Museum in London.

Lot 37, entirely set with diamonds, draws inspiration from architectural
elements referred to as jali. These screens were used to allow air

to flow through buildings whilst also providing privacy. Lot 38 is
designed as a flowering plant, a central motif in Mughal decorative
art. This motif also became popular in Europe during the 1920s and
1930s and is reminiscent of Art Deco jewelry by Cartier, Van Cleef

& Arpels and Janesich. Both are very clever reinterpretations of

history through timeless designs, continuing to inspire collectors and
professionals alike.

An example of ajaliin Indian architecture.

Photo © Sylvain Collet/Bridgeman Images
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ADIAMOND BROOCH, BHAGAT

Circular, half-moon and pear-shaped table-cut
diamonds, circular-cut diamonds, platinum,
2Vsins., 2015, signed Bhagat

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

The Miho Museum, Koka 2016, p. 218, no. 176
Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p. 350, no. 262

The Doge’s Palace, Venice 2017, p. 364, no. 254
The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p. 368, no. 254
de Young Legion of Honor, San Francisco 2018,
p.160, no. 86

38

ADIAMOND AND EMERALD BEAD
BROOCH, BHAGAT

Pear and circular-shaped rose-cut diamonds,
circular-cut diamonds, drop-shaped emerald bead
of 20.03 carats, platinum, 1% ins., 2014,

signed Bhagat

Gubelin, 2014, report no. 14105105: Colombia,
indications of minor clarity enhancement

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

The Miho Museum, Koka 2016, p. 214, no. 172
Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p. 355, no. 266

The Doge’s Palace, Venice 2017, p. 369, no. 258
The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p. 371, no. 258
de Young Legion of Honor, San Francisco 2018,
p.161,no.87

59
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AFIVE-STRAND NATURAL PEARL AND DIAMOND
NECKLACE, BHAGAT

Five graduated strands of three hundred and seventy-seven natural pearls

of 9.45 to 3.90 mm, twenty-four natural pearls on neckchain, drop-shaped
natural pearl on clasp, cushion-cut diamonds of 4.05 and 4.03 carats, oval-
shaped diamond of 2.06 carats, pear, circular and baguette-cut diamonds,
platinum, shortest strand 25 ins., 2012, unsigned

SSEF, 2011, report no. 58248: 377 natural pearls, the analyzed properties
confirm the authenticity of these saltwater natural pearls; letter attesting to
the exceptional characteristics of the pearls

GIA, 2010, report no. 6127870822: 4.05 carats, F color, VS1 clarity
GIA, 2010, report no. 1126870853: 4.03 carats, F color, SI1 clarity

EXHIBITED AND CATALOGUED:

Victoria and Albert Museum, London 2015, p. 150, no. 92

The Miho Museum, Koka 2016, p. 219, no. 177

Grand Palais, Paris 2017, p. 344, no. 256

The Doge's Palace, Venice 2017, p. 358, no. 248

The Palace Museum, Beijing 2018, p. 362, no. 248

de Young Legion of Honor, San Francisco 2018, pp. 154-55, no. 82

Multiple-row pearl necklaces have been worn throughout history by male Indian
royalty. Originating in the Persian Gulf, the pearls found their way to India through
existing trade routes and were strung in large numbers for Indian rulers to wear in
multiple layers.
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RAMAYANA AND
CONTEMPORARY CARTIER

The Ramayana is one of the great ancient epics of
India attributed to the Sanskrit sage Valmiki. The hero, Lord
Rama, lived his whole life by the rules of dharma; in fact, that
was why Indians consider him heroic. When Rama was a young
boy, he was the perfect son. Later he was an ideal husband to
his faithful wife, Sita, and then an ideal ruler to the Kingdom

of Ayodhya.

The name Ramayana literally translates to "Rama's Journey".
The Ramayana consists of 24,000 verses in seven books and
tells the story of Rama an incarnation of the Hindu god Vishnu,
whose wife Sita is abducted by the demon king of Lanka,
Ravana. Thematically, the epic explores the tenets of human
existence and the concept of dharma.

The Ramayana has over the centuries helped to bind together
the people of India, transcending caste, distance and language.
Two all-Indian holidays celebrate events in the Ramayana.
Dussehra, a fourteen-day festival in October, commemorates
the siege of Lanka and Rama's victory over Ravana, the demon
king of Lanka, and Diwali, the October-November Festival of
Lights, celebrates Rama and Sita's return home to their
kingdom of Ayodhya.

A leader of the monkey tribe, Hanuman allied with Rama against
Ravana. Hanuman has many magical powers because his father
was the god of the wind and his devotion to Rama, and his
supernatural feats in the battle to recapture Sita, has made him
one of the most popular characters in the Ramayana and later

a favorite god amongst Indians.

Though made in 2012, the brooch component of lot 40
incorporates the large 19th century carved emerald mentioned

above, along with other Mughal emeralds from a similar time Portrait of Mrs. Marjorie Merriweather Post Hutton and Nedenia Hutton
period. The brooch was inspired by the incredible emerald, E)cl)thllgho de Blass; she is wearing a shoulder brooch of similar design to

diamond and platinum brooch from collection of Marjorie

Merriweather Post. Created in 1923, the brooch remains in
her collection at the Hillwood Estate, Museum & Gardens

in Washington, D.C.

Hillwood Estate, Museum, & Gardens
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40

A CARVED EMERALD WITH TWO INTERCHANGEABLE
EMERALD AND DIAMOND MOUNTINGS, CARTIER

Interchangeable brooch set with a hexagonal carved emerald of
380.98 carats, reversible with one side depicting Lord Rama, his wife
Sita and their loyal servant, the monkey god Hanuman, the reverse
depicting a poppy blossom, circular-cut diamonds, platinum (French
mark), 2% ins., emerald 19th century, signed MT Cartier, maker's mark,
no. SC2697

Brooch mounting, cabochon emerald drops, cushion-shaped carved
emerald, circular-cut diamonds, platinum and 18k white gold (French
marks), 7% ins., 2012, signed MT Cartier, maker's mark, no. SC2697

Jigha mounting, cabochon emerald drop, circular-cut diamonds,
platinum and 18k white gold (French marks), 7Yz ins., 2012,
signed MT Cartier, maker's mark, no. SC2699

AGL, 2019, report no. 1100391: 380.98 carats, Colombia,

minor clarity enhancement, traditional type

AGL, 2019, report no. 1100392: Brooch mounting, 6 emeralds tested,
Zambia, moderate clarity enhancement, traditional type

AGL, 2019, report no. 1100428: Jigha mounting, Bra