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By ST AFF REPORT S

Initiatives in Art and Culture May 19-21 in New York open the 22nd Annual American Art Conference with the catchy
trifecta theme of "The New: Modern, Modernity, Modernism."

The conference, hosted by IAC founder/president Lisa Koenigsberg, will be held at Sotheby's New York at 1334 York
Avenue at 72nd Street in Manhattan, with events at the Conner and Rosenkranz and Hollis Taggart Galleries. The
conference program is designed to understand what it means to be modern over the centuries, starting with Thomas
Cole in 1824 to the early and midcentury movements and now with works from the 21st century.

"[The logic is] to begin with Thomas Cole who was startlingly modern in his day and to move forward in time
focusing on the emergence of modernity and then of modernism discussing developments in technique,
composition, subject matter and materials, as well as in framing, approaches to the conservation of art and in artists
uses of new technologies," Ms. Koenigsberg said.
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Thomas  Cole's  rendering of Kaaterskills  Falls , number 2

Besides Cole, topics under discussion include modern bronze, John Graham, American Art in 1862, Ralph Albert
Blakelock who was considered the bridge to Modernism, Kami of the Japonesque Taos paintings, rural life meeting
Modern Art, collecting Modernism, framing 20th century, Frank Stella and erasing boundaries between artists and
conservators.

Here is the dialogue with Ms. Koenigsberg. Please read on:

What's the theme of this year's American Art Conference?
The consideration of the new in American Art and the differentiation between the terms Modern, Modernity and
Modernism.

How is it different from last year's focus?
Last year, the conference took a deep look at both recognized masters and the works of artists that did not retain the
renown they enjoyed during their lifetimes, as well as cycles of taste which account for the ways once-forgotten
artists and their largely unknown works resurface and startle us today.

Have you noticed a change in the art market in the past 12 months that is a harbinger of things to come?
Great stuff superior examples in excellent condition of highly recognized American artists does well.

The market for strong works and fine examples seem to be vibrant, whereas works of more middling quality seem
to be doing less well.

More works by what might be termed rural modernists and Park Avenue modernists are surfacing.

Additionally, works by those once or twice removed from the core of the Stieglitz group are more prevalent.

More works on paper and preparatory works by major American artists are also appearing. There are important
opportunities in sculpture.



Canuck Yankee Lumberjack at Old Orchard Beach, Maine, by Marsden Hartley, 1940-41, oil on masonite-type hardboard, 401/8x30 inches .
Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Smithsonian Ins titution

What is the state of American Art?
IAC is committed to raising the level of interest, enthusiasm and activity in American Art to that seen in the wake of
the bicentennial.

You have a catchy subtext for the event: Modern, Modernity, Modernism. What was the idea behind that?

The idea is to differentiate between three terms that in common parlance are often used synonymously.

What was the logic behind the program?
To begin with Thomas Cole who was startlingly modern in his day and to move forward in time focusing on the
emergence of modernity and then of modernism discussing developments in technique, composition, subject
matter and materials, as well as in framing, approaches to the conservation of art and in artists uses of new
technologies.

The speaker list has must have been hard to put together.
Our goal is always to secure the best possible speakers ranging from those who are established figures to those
fresh voices with important new perspectives.

We also seek leading authorities from every aspect of the American art world, including such realms as
conservation.



 

Spring Turning, by Dale Nichols , 1946, oil on canvas , 25x18 inches . Private collection. Copyright Joan Nichols  Lenhart

What should the conference attendee walk away with after two days?
An understanding of Modern, Modernity and Modernism in American Art as well as invigorated enthusiasm and
passion for the field.

Please click here for more information and registrations details on IAC's 22nd Annual American Art Conference
themed "The New: Modern, Modernity, Modernism." To get $100 off, please use promo code LUXURYDAILY
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