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By BRIELLE JAEKEL

A new concept model from Toyota Corp.'s Lexus is looking a future where it dominates the road via automation and
safety innovations.

Lexus has released designs for a concept model that incorporates automated driving for a safer experience.
However, while the design is currently just a "concept" model, Lexus hopes to implement these technologies by
2020.

Autonomous automotive
The race for automation is on in the automotive manufacturing world, with brands working diligently to develop
new innovations in driverless technology.

Lexus is the latest to make a leap forward with its LS+ Concept, unveiled at the 45th Tokyo Motor Show 2017.

LS+ Concept. Image credit: Lexus

The automaker is hoping to create a future with less traffic casualties and accidents through the implementation of
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autonomous driving. Many experts believe that taking out human error will have a positive effect on the safety of our
roads.

"Urban Teammate" is Lexus' autonomous driving technology, which it hopes to debut in the first half of the 2020s.

A new and futuristic looking Spindle Grille has been designed for the concept vehicle with a large grille shutter. The
LS+ Concept also features partial laser-lit headlamps, rear lighting and electronic side mirrors.

Lexus is also working on its "Highway Teammate" that allows for autonomous driving on highways from entrance
ramp to exit. The technology will respond to traffic conditions and maintain its lane as well as appropriate distance
between vehicles.

The auto brand hopes this new concept model will suggest the future of the brand's flagship vehicle and excite
consumers as well as experts for its future in technology development.

LS+ Concept. Image credit: Lexus

LS+ Concept model will be able to reach its data center to continually update its software system as Lexus continues
to innovate and release new technologies. Lexus claims the car will "learn and grow along with its users."

Race to driverless
While younger generations are much more likely to embrace technological advances, Ketchum has discovered that
the millennial and Gen Z groups are actually wary of autonomous vehicles.

In a new study, hacking and safety is shown to still be a real concern for the group Ketchum is labeling GenZennials
in terms of driverless cars. Research is also showing that 16-to-24-year-olds are interested in ride sharing instead of
vehicle owning, but many still desire the freedom of driving (see more).

German automaker Mercedes-Benz also recently anticipated the future shift to autonomous driving with a trip
around the world while gaining insights on intelligence technology along the way.

In what the brand is calling the first-ever automated test drive around the world, Mercedes' "Intelligent World Drive"
visits five continents. A series of video installments will document the travels online (see more).
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