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Ferragamo is  putting down literal roots  in Florence. Image credit: Ferragamo

 
By ST AFF REPORT S

Italian fashion label Salvatore Ferragamo is demonstrating its commitment to sustainability by planting an urban
wood in Florence.

In honor of National Tree Day on Nov. 21, Ferragamo began the creation of Parco delle Idee, or Park of Ideas, inside
the University of Florence's Polo Scientifico of Sesto Fiorentino. While a physical example of Ferragamo's desire to
be greener, this initiative is also a means for the company to give back to its native Italy.

"This new commitment of the company and its employees, which for one day participated voluntarily in the
plantation work, is for a further matter of pride for all of us," said Ferruccio Ferragamo, president of the Ferragamo
Group, in a statement. "Our company has always been committed to multiple initiatives aimed at the protection of the
Italian historical, cultural and environmental heritage, and particularly of the Florentine and Tuscan ones, to which
we are bound by long-standing affection and gratitude.

"The Parco delle Idee represents an effective, tangible way to express our appreciation for a reality to which we owe
such a great part of our international success," he said. "At the same time, it is  the expression of a virtuous demeanor
that every modern company has the duty to take in respect of the territory and social fabric in which it operates."

A tree grows in Florence

This project will see the creation and maintenance of an urban forest, which will serve the multiple purposes, such
as improving the air quality and boosting the local biodiversity.

Ferragamo's new grove features about 200 native species of plants, such as Field Maples, Hackberries, Turkey Oaks,
Holm Oaks, Pedunculate Oaks and Ash Trees.

The wood will provide a space for local schools to educate students in subjects such as biology and ecology, while
also raising their awareness of the need for conservation.

For this initiative, Ferragamo teamed with LifeGate, a group that dedicates itself to sustainable communication,
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consultation and action.

"We are proud of this project, which underlines the importance and effectiveness of urban green, as well as its
benefits on people's health and that of the environment," said Enea Roveda, CEO of LifeGate. "It is  an actual
challenge to make cities more and more resilient.

"Our collaboration with Salvatore Ferragamo is a positive example of how a symbol of Made in Italy in the world is
also able to have a positive influence on the local territory and community, taking care of its  roots and reinforcing
the fabric of both society and environment."

Ferragamo's Parco delle Idee. Image credit: LifeGate

LifeGate also tapped the technical abilities of Carbonsink, a spin-off of the University of Florence focused on
combatting climate change.

"The Parco delle Idee lays the foundations for the creation of green available areas in the Polo Scientifico of the
University of Florence, and is part of the Tuscan Region project to realize the Bosco della Piana," said Francesco
Ferrini, tenured professor at the University of Florence and scientific coordinator of Carbonsink.

"It represents neither a payback, nor a recolonization from the nature of the spaces occupied by humans," he said.
"Rather, it is  aimed at the research of a new form of complementarity between fruition and green component,
meeting the needs of the first, without altering the balance of the latter."

Carbonsink plans to use this project as a case study in reducing carbon dioxide emissions, calculating how
different species of trees absorb the gas.

Ferragamo has taken great steps to become a sustainable company and reduce its negative effects on the
environment.

Ferragamo released its Sustainability Report 2016, which showed a 10.8 percent decrease in its natural gas
consumption in one year from 2015. Also, Ferragamo's Italy-based employees traveled more than 9,542 kilometers,
or 5,929 miles, carpooling (see story).
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