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Daniel "Dapper Dan" Day for Gucci's  fall/winter 2017 men's  tailoring. Image credit: Gucci, photo by Glen Luchford

 
By ST AFF REPORT S

Italian fashion house Gucci has assisted Harlem, NY-based designer Dapper Dan in reopening his atelier after the
studio was shuttered 25 years ago.

In September, Gucci made amends with designer Daniel "Dapper Dan" Day by supporting the tailor's work and
casting him in a global menswear campaign. Shortly before that, Gucci had been accused of copying a bomber
jacket by Mr. Day, a design the Kering-owned fashion house's creative director Alessandro Michele explained was
not a rip off, but in fact an homage to the Harlem couturier.

Made in Italy meets Made in Harlem 
To back up Mr. Michele's claim that his jacket design was in tribute to Mr. Day's career, Gucci featured the Harlem
designer in its latest men's tailor advertising campaign.

Gucci's campaign features Mr. Day in Harlem where children play on the sidewalks, dance around spraying fire
hydrants and skip down the street. The Glen Luchford-shot series also captures Mr. Day outside the Apollo Theatre, a
Harlem landmark and historic musical hall (see story).
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Gucci's fall/winter 2017 men's tailoring. Image credit: Gucci, photo by Glen Luchford

At the time Gucci's menswear campaign broke, the Italian house announced that it planned to assist Mr. Day in
reopening his Harlem tailor, which closed in 1992.

Staying true to its word, the Gucci-powered Dapper Dan tailor reopened Dec. 14.

The atelier will give a new generation and familiar clients an opportunity to have bespoke Dapper Dan of Harlem
garments created by the tailor himself. Custom-made pieces will use raw Gucci materials, fabrics, prints and
embroidered patches and hardware.

Located on Harlem's Lenox Avenue, close to its original spot, the "by appointment only" tailor will begin
commissioned pieces from January 2018.

The Lenox Avenue building, designed by A.B. Van Dusen for Edward Roberts in 1887, has had many lives, including
a stint as a private girls' school, a working women's cooperative resident and most recently, residential units.

Private consultation area at Dapper Dan's atelier. Image credit: Gucci, photo by Renell Medrano

Decorated with Dapper Dan's archival photographs, the space highlights the historic detail of the building such as
crown moldings, decorative millwork, wood-paneled walls and tin ceilings.

Each of the exclusive bespoke pieces will be accompanied by a certificate of authenticity.

Also, for fall 2018, Gucci and Dapper Dan have collaborated on an exclusive product edit.
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