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By ST AFF REPORT S

A parliamentary vote on Prime Minister Theresa May's plan to take the United Kingdom out of the European Union
has failed, leaving the nation with an uncertain path forward.

As the March 29 deadline for Brexit looms, the House of Commons showed strong opposition to the current
negotiated deal with the European Union, with 432 members voting against it compared to 202 pro-deal votes. The
potential for a no-deal exit from the organization still exists, causing concern among business sectors that rely on
cross-border trade, talent and travel.

No vote
In December, uncertainty around a Brexit deal mounted after Prime Minister Theresa May delayed a parliamentary
vote on the proposed agreement for leaving the European Union.

The vote was originally scheduled for Dec. 11, and the postponement came amid growing concern that the United
Kingdom will leave the E.U. without a deal in place by the March 2019 deadline, potentially creating more economic
turmoil for British businesses.

It was widely expected that Ms. May's proposal would be rejected by a significant margin for being overly
accommodating to the E.U. (see story).
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British auto brands have seen record growth but uncertainty about Brexit may impede that. Image credit: Rolls -Royce

On Jan. 15, the vote took place, and this rejection came to pass. Following the failed vote, opposition leader Jeremy
Corbyn put forth a motion of no confidence in Ms. May's government.

Per the BBC, if the House of Commons approves the no confidence motion, the leading party would have two weeks
to change opinion around. If a second confidence vote fails after the 14 days are up, the nation will head into a
general election.

CNN says that some of the scenarios that could play out include renegotiations between Ms. May and the E.U., an
extension of the deadline for Brexit or a no-deal exit. Also possibilities are the replacement of Ms. May with a
different prime minister or another E.U. referendum in the U.K.
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