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Ensemble des igned by Alessandro Michele for Gucci fall/winter 201617. Image credit: The Metropolitan Museum of Art

 
By SARAH RAMIREZ

The Metropolitan Museum of Art's Costume Institute in New York is examining the theatrics of "camp" and its impact
on fashion, illustrating how its various aspects appear in different works.

Its latest exhibition, "Camp: Notes on Fashion" will spotlight fashion, sculptures, paintings and other works of art that
feature elements of exaggeration, parody and more. The New York show is sponsored by Italian fashion label
Gucci, which is known for its eccentricities and inventiveness, while the works of other luxury designers will also be
featured.

Fashion Camp
The framework for this year's exhibit is  Susan Sontag's 1964 essay "Notes on Camp,'" which defines camp by "its
love of the unnatural: of artifice and exaggeration."

Camp has also been associated with queer subcultures in Western nations during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries.

"Fashion is the most overt and enduring conduit of the camp aesthetic," said Andrew Bolton and Wendy Yu, curators
in charge of The Costume Institute, in a statement. "Effectively illustrating Sontag's Notes on "Camp,"' the exhibition
will advance creative and critical dialogue about the ongoing and ever-evolving impact of camp on fashion."

The Met breaks down this year's Costume Institute exhibit theme

This year's Costume Institute Benefit, more commonly known as the Met Gala, takes place on May 6. Gucci creative
director Alessandro Michele, Lady Gaga, Harry Styles and Serena Williams will join Vogue editor in chief Anna
Wintour as co-chairs for the event.

Notes on Fashion will be open to the public from May 9 through Sept. 8 at The Met.

The exhibit includes about 250 pieces, some of which date back to the 17th century.

A diverse group of luxury labels and designers will also be featured in the exhibit, as its largest section is devoted to
fashion.
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Contemporary designers featured in the show include Mr. Michele, Virgil Abloh, Sarah Browne, Dapper Dan, John
Galliano, Marc Jacobs and Vivienne Westwood.
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Some of the largest objects on display in "Camp: Notes on Fashion" are these two dresses by Giambatt ista
Valli. Head to our Instagram Stories to see Glenn Petersen, Conservator, work on assessing the pieces. //
Dresses, Giambatt ista Valli (Italian, born 1966), fall/winter 201718; Courtesy of Giambatt ista Valli. #TheMet
#CostumeInst itute #MetCamp #fashionconservation

A post shared by The Costume Inst itute (@metcostumeinst itute) on Apr 24, 2019 at 10:33am PDT

Instagram post from the Costume Institute

Designs from the late Yves Saint Laurent, Gianni Versace and Alexander McQueen, among other fashion icons, will
also be on display.

Notable pieces include the feathered, swan-inspired by British designer Marjan Pejoski worn by singer Bjrk to the
2001 Academy Awards, as well as vintage gowns and shirts by Franco Moschino.

Fashion events
As the fashion world descends on New York for the Met Gala, labels are taking advantage by showing their own
collections.

French fashion house Louis Vuitton will be showcasing its cruise collection in New York on May 8.

The brand has previously toured various cities throughout the world for the cruise season, including Rio de Janeiro.
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The upcoming show is likely to focus on architectural parallels (see story).

Italian fashion label Prada hosted its second resort collection runway show in New York on May 2.

Prada's resort 2020 showcase came after its  New York resort debut last May. The label teased the show on the
famous Time Square billboards of New York with clips and footage of its  previous runway shows (see story).
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