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Actress  Bonnie Wright appears  in the new Prada Re-Nylon video series . Image credit: Prada

 
By SARAH RAMIREZ

Italian fashion label Prada is taking an inventive approach to upcycling by introducing a handbag line made out of
regenerated materials, while also examining problems and solutions in the fashion supply chain.

Prada is becoming an active participant in finding sustainable approaches to luxury apparel and accessories
production, even as fashion remains one of the most environmentally harmful industries. In addition to launching
an alternative material, Prada is sharing a video series that illustrates the process behind its new initiative.

"What I love about the Prada project is that they are being authentically Prada," said Carrie Phillips, partner at BPCM,
New York. "The brand has a history with nylon from Miuccia Prada's very first must-have bags in the late '90s.

"This project uses sustainable materials but at the same time looks and feels like Prada," she said. "This is a great
example to other brands that the best way to own your space in sustainability is to do something that resonates with
your brand and conveys authenticity to your customers."

Prada Re-Nylon
The result of a collaboration between Prada and National Geographic, the "What We Carry" series details the process
of introducing "Econyl," a new type of nylon fabric developed with the help of textile yarn producer Aquafil.

Econyl is used to make the totes, belt bags, shoulder bags and backpacks in Prada's new Re-Nylon line. Re-Nylon
products retail between $750 and $1,790.

By the end of 2021, the brand plans to take all Prada virgin nylon and recycle it as Econyl yarn, which can be
reprocessed indefinitely without losing quality.

The first episode of Prada's "What We Carry" series

In the first episode of What We Carry, actress Bonnie Wright and National Geographic's Asher Jay visit an Aquafil
recycling facility in Phoenix, AZ.

According to Prada, less than 3 percent of the 1.6 million tons of carpet discarded in the U.S. each year is recycled.
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As part of a circular supply chain, the plant deconstructs used carpet, eventually separating polypropylene and nylon
fibers. Nylon-6 can be used in a variety of products, including roads, camping tents and Prada handbags.

"Econyl is a technology that has been around for several years and has gained traction in the sustainability
movement because from a material perspective a recycled nylon yarn behaves almost identically to something
made from virgin nylon," Ms. Phillips said. "Prada didn't focus on the environmental story of discarded fishing nets
which has already been told they took the un-sexy story of carpet and made it look and feel cool."

Prada Re-Nylon bags are made with upcycled nylon. Image credit: Prada

The film also includes shots of discarded carpeting being delivered to the factory, as well as scenic views of the
Arizona landscape that Prada is working to protect.

Future episodes will look at similar upcycling initiatives in Europe, Asia, Africa and Oceania.

Prada and sustainability
Prada has been forward-thinking in its approach to sustainability, which often includes educational components.

Previously, Prada teamed with the Yale School of Management and Politecnico di Milano School of Management to
explore how digital intersects with sustainability.

In November 2018, Prada gathered executives and students for a "Shaping a Sustainable Digital Future" conference
in Milan. This was the second of Prada's future-focused events, as the brand seeks to create a conversation around
sustainability (see story).

Prada is also one of the latest brands to commit to a fur-free pledge in collaboration with the Fur Free Alliance.

The women's 2020 spring and summer collections will start under the fur-free pledge, with existing fur inventory
available until it is  all sold. The group explains that its  move is meant to coincide with its socially conscious
ideology and will push its labels to be more creative in their designs (see story).

"The most crucial thing to do is speak to customers in your own unique brand voice," BPCM's Ms. Phillips said.
"Don't speak in a way that is preachy bring the customer on the journey with you."
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