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Kering Eyewear is  continuing to work with Safilo. Image credit: Gucci

 
By ST AFF REPORT S

Eyewear maker Safilo will continue to collaborate with Kering Eyewear on the production and supply of Gucci-
branded frames for another three years.

The partners' existing contract was set to expire in December 2020. While Kering moved away from a licensing
structure for Gucci, it has retained an agreement with Safilo for the label's eyewear.

Eyewear alliance
In 2014, Kering brought its eyewear business in-house, managing everything from design and production to
marketing and distribution through a newly formed Kering Eyewear division. This is intended to allow each brand to
develop its eyewear using the same strategy and positioning used for the rest of its  merchandise (see story).

As Kering brought its eyewear operations in-house, it also established a strategic partnership with Safilo, extending a
two-decade relationship.

The licensing agreement with Gucci ended in 2016, at which point a new partnership kicked in for the development,
production and supply of Gucci eyewear. This four-year agreement was set to expire in December 2020, and
included a sum of 90 million euros paid to Safilo.

"We are satisfied to count on Safilo as a partner because their know-how in product development and manufacturing
is important for the quality and craftsmanship that we want more than ever for our eyewear business," said Jean-
Franois Palus, group managing director at Kering, in a statement from 2014.
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Gucci eyewear. Image credit: Gucci

Now, the partnership is being extended with a new three-year contract that will begin in January 2021.

As part of the luxury group's in-house eyewear strategy, other Kering-owned brands have ended their earlier
licensing agreements.

In 2018, Kering Eyewear announced it would be taking over French fashion house Balenciaga's eyewear designs,
which were previously produced through a license with Marcolin.

Balenciaga will now be working with its parent company Kering's eyewear producer to design its eyeglass
collections as the eyewear category as a whole grows. The collection will be highly exclusive, only available to
certain distribution networks (see story).
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