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Luxury Daily annually honors 25 smart women executives who show the potential to make a difference next year in
the luxury business. This year's list features honorees who have set ambitious goals to achieve in a luxury market
that, while growing, is also challenged by rapid changes in consumer behavior and technology.

Here is one honoree:

Jacqui Gifford, editor in chief, Travel+Leisure

"I have the desire to always be on in the name of efficiency and I know this could lead to major burnout"

What do you most like about your job?

Meeting people, listening to them, understanding their stories.

I'm privileged that my job as editor in chief takes me all over the world.

This year alone, I've been to Udaipur, India; Seville, Spain; Aspen, CO; London; and many other places.

I've always thought of myself as a global citizen because I was born in Japan, and raised there, as well as in Saudi
Arabia, Qatar and here in the United States.

Travel +  Leisure is a brand for global citizens, so it's  a thrill for me to share rich, emotional, visually beautiful
editorial with our audience, stories that drive them to see the world.

I also believe that travel is a force for good, and it is  rewarding to lead a brand that endorses getting out of your
comfort zone and meeting new people, and embracing tolerance.

What is the biggest challenge in your work?

I wish I could clone myself, so I could be in many places at once.

There's so much to do and, like most people these days, I want to do it all.
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I have the desire to always be on in the name of efficiency and I know this could lead to major burnout.

What is your work priority for 2020?

We just completed a redesign of the print product of Travel +  Leisure.

I am so proud of the work we've done, but I want to inspire our talented team to continue to dream big.

We've now hit 11 million uniques a month at travelandleisure.com a huge achievement that reinforces the power
and relevance of our brand.

I want to keep refining our voice and reaching people in new, compelling ways, whether that's through our IGTV
series, the Locals, or through an ambitious scripted series.

We've also just launched #TakeYourDays, an initiative at Meredith Corporation encouraging everyone to use their
allotted, well-earned PTO.

Many Americans, including me, are leaving their vacation days on the table and it's  a shame.

How can we as editors broaden and deepen the conversation around travel, to touch on mental health and
wellness? This is an issue I'm focusing on as we head in to 2020.

What is your proudest achievement in luxury?

For me, one of the most luxurious moments of the year was having a small picnic set up in a field in Puglia by Borgo
Egnazia, one of the top resorts in the region.

My husband and I stood under a giant, centuries-old tree and learned about winemaking and food from native
Puglians. It was simple and authentic and true. That is the kind of storytelling we strive to do in Travel +  Leisure.

Luxury is not about status or price. It's  about access and understanding craftsmanship on a higher level.

How do you see luxury evolving in 2020?

There is a reason that Marie Kondo is having a moment.

I see many people thinking about what they buy, whether it's  an experience or a thing, and what the impact will then
be on society and the environment. And many are realizing that it's  not about quantity but quality.

Luxury is quality. It's  access and thought, heritage and innovation, all at once.

Please click here to see the entire Luxury Women to Watch 2020 list
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