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Cunard notice on 30-day pause in North American operations  to prevent coronavirus  spread. Image credit: Cunard

 
By LUXURY DAILY NEWS SERVICE

Cross-Atlantic cruise line company Cunard has ceased new North American departures for a month through April 11
as it addresses concerns over the global coronavirus outbreak.

The Valencia, CA-based company is contacting guests directly affected by this move regarding their voyage and
other options. Cruise liners have becomes harbingers of the coronavirus, with most cruise lines suffering severely
from cancellations and port closures.

"Throughout this COVID-19 situation that has now turned into a global pandemic, we have implemented enhanced
levels of screening, monitoring and sanitation protocols to protect the health and safety of our guests, crew and the
communities we serve," Cunard said in a statement.

"While Cunard has not had a diagnosed case linked to our operation, we realize this situation is dynamic and is
larger than the cruise industry alone, and we will continue to do our part to support public officials to manage and
contain this unprecedented public health challenge."

The pause in operations comes three weeks after Cunard celebrated its 180  anniversary of operations with a
special sale on voyages between July 2020 and May 2022 on its Queen Mary 2, Queen Elizabeth and Queen Victoria
cruise liners (see story).
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Cunard's  Queen Mary 2 flagship cruise liner. Image credit: Cunard

Docked
Cunard ultra-luxe sister cruise line Seabourn also announced a similar break in North American operations.

Cunard operates stately liners such as the Queen Mary 2, Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth. It is  the online line to
offer regular transatlantic voyages between New York and Southampton, England.

Carnival Corp., the world's leading cruise vacation company, owns Cunard as well as Carnival Cruise Line, Holland
America Line, Princess Cruises, Seabourn, AIDA Cruises, Costa Cruises, P&O Cruises (Australia) and P&O Cruises
(UK). It operates 102 ships with 226,000 lower berths, visiting 700-plus ports worldwide.

Due to the continued impact of COVID-19, and following the recommendation by CLIA US for
cruise lines to temporarily suspend operations for 30 days, Cunard is  suspending any new
cruises until April 11, 2020.

Here's Cunard's President Simon Palethorpe with an update: pic.twitter.com/xLV4G1xaxF
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