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Even as rumors of an impending bankruptcy filing swirl, U.S. department store chain Neiman Marcus group and arts -
and-crafts specialty retailer Joann Stores have joined forcers to manufacture materials for medical personnel in the
frontlines of the COVID-19 outbreak.

The two companies will make nonsurgical, personal protective equipment including masks, gowns and scrubs
starting this week for healthcare providers.

Top gear
Irving, TX-based Neiman Marcus Group's alterations facilities will get merchandise from Joann to start creating
materials for use by healthcare providers.

While these materials are not medical grade, Jo-Ann Fabric secured patterns and templates and is shipping fabric
and materials recommended for medical settings, including the guidelines provided by the Providence Hospital
System in Washington, a joint statement said.

Neiman Marcus Group alterations specialists will maintain social distancing guidelines as they create the products.

Health authorities and hospitals have changed guidelines on the level of protection needed as the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control said that homemade fabric masks are a crisis response option when other supplies have run out.

The first shipment of materials will be sent later this week to healthcare providers, with both Neiman Marcus Group
and Hudson, OH-based Joann covering the cost of shipping and delivery.

"Neiman Marcus Group and Joann will produce these materials as long as there is a need, and are poised to create
many thousands of essential items," the companies said in a joint statement.

"The partnership between Neiman Marcus Group and Joann was created to help fill part of the immediate need of
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materials for medical personnel.

"Both companies have stepped up to this global and national crisis in support of those who are holding the front line
of this pandemic. Any company that has the ability to manufacture medical materials should manufacture right
now."

THE ALLIANCE news comes the same week as media reports that Neiman Marcus Group was considering Chapter
11 bankruptcy protection in the United States due to its crushing debt obligations. The retailer is one of the biggest
department store chains, owning brands such as Neiman Marcus, Bergdorf Goodman and Horchow.

Rumors aside, Neiman Marcus, like its fellow retailers, has shuttered bricks-and-mortar stores in the U.S. and Canada
as a precaution against the spread of the COVID-19 coronavirus. That has hit bottom lines, although ecommerce
operations are still serving customers (see story).
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