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Daisy Walker has  taken nude self-portraits  for Stella McCartney with the fashion brand's  vegan bags . Image credit: Stella McCartney
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London-based photographer and director Daisy Walker's work has brought the female gaze into focus, reclaiming
the narrative from the male perspective.

In this effort for Stella McCartney, Ms. Walker captured a series of self-portraits of the fashion brand's vegan bags.
She frames bodies and objects through an intimate lens, generating discussions around feminism and the
environment, as well as art meets activism.

Ms. Walker also founded Women in Fashion, a nonprofit organization that brought female creators together for
conversations to effect change in the business.

In this Q&A with the Stella McCartney brand, Ms. Walker talks about women in fashion, the female gaze and what is
next for her.

Here is the interview in its entirety, per Stella McCartney:

We saw Women in Fashion closed last month during lockdown. How has the fashion industry gotten better for
women since you started it?

When I started WIF in 2015, feminism was still a dirty word, diversity wasn't even a topic and everyone was afraid to
speak out about everyday inequalities within the fashion industry.

Now, I'm proud to see that brands know they can no longer get away with all-white casting and female
photographers have been given the recognition they've always deserved.

WIF was a crucial part in redefining the culture of community amongst women within the fashion industry and I
hope that only grows.

Why do you think fashion is a potent medium for female activism?
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Fashion has historically been a medium led by men to define women. It's  a medium that has defined and instilled
limiting beauty expectations and female stereotypes through a male gaze. It's  ripe ground for redefining those tropes
with a female gaze, claiming back the body and redefining ourselves as women by women for women.

As an industry which is also a prime polluter of the environment, it's  also a key area to be vocal about the drastic
need for environmental reform both in daily habits and in legislation.

Photographer Daisy Walker frames  bodies  and objects  through an intimate lens , generating discuss ions  around feminism and the environment, as
well as  art meets  activism. Image credit: Stella McCartney, Daisy Walker

Stella McCartney has been a female-led, environmentally conscious brand since day one. What are your thoughts on
our mission?

The environment is a key point that flows through my work and the way I live my life.

The fashion industry can adapt and work with the environment instead of against it, and Stella has championed that
from the very beginning.

We have to address our choices, from the clothes we buy to the food we eat, which is why I was so excited to shoot
the vegan bags.

What was your creative vision behind this shoot?

I started shooting nudes as a means of expressing physical trauma. It was a way to learn to fall in love with my own
body and started to create a new connection to the way I treat my body and its environment.

I think for a lot of people in lockdown, they too have become more aware of their bodies and the impact of lifestyle,
the food we eat, the company we keep.

I wanted to embrace that and the simplicity of shooting my own body in my own home with the help of my partner.

In photography, how does the female gaze differ from the male gaze?

Until recently, the only gaze readily available was the male gaze historically, female photographers rarely garnered
much interest from galleries or elsewhere, as is the case in all areas of art and culture.

The male gaze has importance as men find a way to redefine masculinity. The female gaze comes from a place of
revolution against the image that had been created for us for hundreds of years.



Daisy Walker's  work has  brought the female gaze into focus , reclaiming the narrative from the male perspective. Image credit: Stella McCartney,
Daisy Walker

What do you love most about the photographing the female form?

There's a simple beauty in the body, its functions, its  shape. All bodies are different and our relationships to them
can be very complex.

I've found so much beauty in photographing other women's bodies, and so much respect in photographing my own.

As a woman, it's  a battle to learn to love the body you have and photographing female bodies feels like winning that
battle.

Speaking of battles, racial justice is a huge topic of discussion at the moment. How do you think the fashion industry
can better support women of color?

Fashion has always dealt with the issue of diversity as an issue of casting, and it's  certainly one element.

But the industry can never be truly diverse unless the teams working behind the scenes are diverse themselves.

As a photographer, I'm used to relying on my usual team, but I acknowledge I need to look outside of that to ensure
my team is diverse. We all need to do much better.

With systemic improvements still needed, what can young women in fashion do to empower themselves?

The WIF slogan has always been "Provoking change through conversation."

Organize a Zoom with likeminded people and host a discussion. Share books you've read and key facts you've
found illuminating.

Use this time to think about what your part is  in all of this and how you can define your small pool of influence.

Every small effort has an impact, you just have to look at the thousands that have turned up to Black Lives Matter
protests to see that.

Now that the Women in Fashion chapter of your life closed, what will you be doing next?

This time in lockdown has released so much in me personally and allowed space for me to start to make work that
really says something.



 

The body, the environment these are things that I'm deeply connected to and excited to have the time to explore in
personal projects. No fluff. I want my values to flow through everything.
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