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Jaguar Land Rover has  developed infotainment sys tems  that respond to predictive touch. Image credit: Jaguar Land Rover

 
By LUXURY DAILY NEWS SERVICE

British automaker Jaguar Land Rover has developed "contactless touchscreen" technology in a bid to improve
vehicle safety as well as fight bacteria in rapidly changing world.

Developed with the help of the University of Cambridge, this patented "predictive touch" technology uses artificial
intelligence and sensors to anticipate a driver's intended movements on an infotainment system without touching.
This is the automaker's latest innovation as part of its  Destination Zero vision.

"As countries around the world exit lockdown, we notice how many everyday consumer transactions are conducted
using touchscreens," said Lee Skrypchuk, human machine interface technical specialist at Jaguar Land Rover, in a
statement "Predictive touch technology eliminates the need to touch an interactive display and could therefore
reduce the risk of spreading bacteria or viruses on surfaces."

Contactless touchscreens
According to Jaguar Land Rover, lab tests and on-road trials showed that the new predictive touch feature reduces a
driver's touchscreen interaction effort and time by up to 50 percent. This keeps their eyes on the road for longer, in
addition to limiting the spread of bacteria and viruses.

AI helps determine what item a driver intends to select on the touchscreen, such as navigation, temperature settings
or audio. Information is gathered from seniors including gesture-trackers and eye-gaze trackers.

The technology further supports Jaguar Land Rover's Destination Zero mission for an autonomous, electric and
connected future: zero emissions, zero accidents and zero congestion via its products and services and across its
facilities.

Earlier this year, the automaker designed a new concept vehicle called Project Vector. The concept has led to a
flexible, multi-use electric vehicle that is autonomy-ready and suitable for the smart city of the future (see story).

With the onset of COVID-19, other automakers are also focusing on the health of their drivers.
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While developing the new generation of vehicles at its  Goodwood, England plant, Rolls -Royce engineers have
worked to ensure that air quality within the cars meets heightened customer expectations. Named the Micro
Environment Purification System, or MEPS, the automaker is rapidly introducing technology to its bespoke elements
as the auto world embraces digital and apps at an unprecedented rate (see story).
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