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Stephan Winkelmann will serves  as  pres ident of both Bugatti and Lamborghini. Image credit: Automobili Lamborghini

 
By LUXURY DAILY NEWS SERVICE

Italian automaker Automobili Lamborghini has once again recruited Stephan Winkelmann, president of Bugatti, as
its president and CEO effective Dec. 1.

Already in the job once before, Mr. Winkelman, who will keep his job at Bugatti as well, replaces Stefano
Domenicali, who will become the CEO of Formula 1 Racing in January. This changing of the guard sends out smoke
signals that a spin-off of Lamborghini from the Volkswagen Group could take place.

"It is  a great honor and pleasure for me to lead these two unique companies with their extraordinary automobiles,"
Mr. Winkelmann said in a statement. "Bugatti stands for the best, most powerful, elegant and luxurious hyper sports
cars in the world.

"Lamborghini is the iconic expression of the most exclusive super sports car demonstrating outstanding design and
innovation."

A spin-off of Lamborghini?
Rumors are flying that change is afoot at the Volkswagen Group and Lamborghini might be spun off while a majority
stake in Bugatti could be up for grabs. If such moves were to take place, Volkswagen could work out a way to
maintain some level of financial control over the two companies, where Winkelman is now in charge.

During his previous stint as president and CEO of Lamborghini from 2005 to 2016, Mr. Winkelmann oversaw the
introduction of cutting-edge cars such as the Gallardo, the V10 Huracn and V12 Aventador and set a number of new
sales records.

His first tenure at the job was considered successful as he transformed Lamborghini into a key player on the
sportscar scene from a company struggling to compete in volume terms against its  rival Ferrari.
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Lamborghini set sales  records  in 2019. Image courtesy of Lamborghini

Since joining Lamborghini in 2016, Mr. Domenicali has continued to pave the path laid out by Mr. Winkelmann and
one of his star accomplishments was the introduction of the Super SUV Urus in 2018.

In the last four years, the Lamborghini's production site in Sant' Agata Bolognese has doubled thanks to the hiring of
more than 700 employees.

Sales records were also set across the Americas; Europe, the Middle East and Africa; and Asia Pacific, with a
turnover of 1.81 billion euros, or $2.15 billion at current exchange, in 2019.

This year, to further boost sales, Lamborghini has been launching consumer-facing efforts as it unveils new super
sports cars.

During the summer, Lamborghini hosted a socially-distant dinner and a live presentation of the Huracn EVO RWD
Spyder in France's Porto Vecchio. The event included more than 120 guests and a meal prepared by Michelin three-
starred chef Mauro Colagreco (see story).
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