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Aviation firms Blade Urban Air Mobility and Ross Aviation have struck up a partnership to offer daily helicopter
flights between the suburban Westchester County airport and heliport terminals in Manhattan.

The five-day-per week service is expected to launch as early as March 2021 and the commute will take just 10 to 15
minutes. The roll-out of the flights comes at a time when affluents in the New York suburbs are commuting to
Manhattan only once or twice weekly, with many relying on expensive Uber car services to do so.

"Even with the expected increase of remote working post-pandemic, we believe that intermittent commuting of one
to two times per week between the suburbs and New York City will be a reality," said Rob Wiesenthal, CEO of Blade,
in a statement. "Given the combination of being near Uber Black pricing at $175, and the time savings of an
approximately 12-minute flight, this service makes sense today and over the long term."

Up and away
The price per flight is set to be roughly $175 and drop to $95 with a commuter pass.

As part of their alliance, Blade and Ross are also planning to begin work on developing a plan to build a vertiport at
the Westchester Airport, which is located in White Plains. The proposed facility would include the infrastructure
required to hangar, charge and deploy electric vertical aircraft (EVAs) as they become more available.

Some industry watchers expect EVAs to be ready for flight as early as 2022, but Blade is forecasting 2025 as the target
year of introduction.

https://www.luxurydaily.com/category/sectors/travel-and-hospitality/
https://www.luxurydaily.com/blade-ross-aviation-to-launch-helicopter-flights-in-new-york-area/
https://www.luxurydaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Blade-465.png
file:///author/luxury-daily-news-service
https://blade.flyblade.com
http://www.rossaviation.com
https://pubads.g.doubleclick.net/gampad/jump?iu=/60923973/mid-article-micro-bar&sz=234x60&c=85099116&tile=1
http://blade.flyblade.com


 

The luxurious  interiors  a commuter helicopter comes  with bragging rights . Image credit: Blade

"Following the introduction of EVA into the aviation ecosystem, geographically-constrained areas like Manhattan
will become much more accessible by air on a cost-effective basis," said Brandon Keene, chief technology officer
at Blade, in a statement. "The potential for an EVA-ready vertiport at Westchester will not only catalyze the
development of the industry but will enable meaningful reduction of carbon emissions and the noise footprint of
short distance aviation in the region."

Outside of New York, starting later this year, Blade and Ross are also looking to launch helicopter services and
terminals in Bedford and Cape Cod, Massachusetts as well as Palm Springs and Long Beach, California.

In December 2020, Experience Investment Corp., a special purpose acquisition company in Colorado, agreed to
merge with Blade to create the first listed urban air mobility platform in the U.S.

As COVID-19 has spread, a number of wealthy travelers have chosen to fly via private jet and helicopter to avoid
commercial flights.

Beyond choosing to fly locally to avoid traffic, affluent consumers are opting to travel in the air in part due to the
perk of bragging rights (see story).

As a result, the private aviation industry is drawing attention and recovering quicker than commercial aviation
despite passenger volumes not yet returning to pre-pandemic levels (see story).

© 2021 Napean LLC.  All rights reserved.

Luxury Daily is published each business day.  Thank you for reading us.  Your feedback is welcome.

https://www.luxurydaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/http_2F2Fcdn.cnn_.com2Fcnnnext2Fdam2Fassets2F180308164156-mecaer-1.jpg
https://www.luxurydaily.com/urban-air-mobility-is-simultaneously-time-saver-status-symbol-blade-exec/
https://www.luxurydaily.com/netjets-takes-further-steps-to-improve-carbon-footprint/
mailto:feedback@luxurydaily.com

	Blade, Ross Aviation to launch helicopter flights in New York area

