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Prada and UNESCO have completed the final s tage of their Sea Beyond sus tainability program. Image credit: Prada Group

 
By LUXURY DAILY NEWS SERVICE

Italy's Prada Group and UNESCO's Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) have announced the last
phase of the Sea Beyond program, an initiative that raises awareness on ocean preservation and sustainability
within schools around the world.

From its launch, Sea Beyond has sought to educate new generations about adopting more responsible and mindful
behaviors towards the ocean and its resources, promoting sustainable consumption in line with the United Nations
2030 Agenda and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Over the course of the last three weeks, Prada and
UNESCO have tasked students in ten cities around the world with developing awareness campaigns focused on
ocean preservation as part of an international competition.

Sea Beyond
During the first phase of the project, which started in October 2020, high school teachers in Berlin, Cape Town,
Lisbon, London, Mexico City, Milan, New York, Paris, Shanghai and Venice took part in webinars conducted by
UNESCO-IOC experts, in which they received training on how to develop an educational module dedicated to the
theme of ocean sustainability.

Every school received a "Sea Beyond" toolkit made of recycled cardboard, containing educational and creative
materials to enable students to play an active role in a global ocean sustainability movement.
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The Sea Beyond in-school kit. Image credit: Prada Group

Since Jan. 25, students have been developing their own sustainability awareness campaigns, and an international
jury will choose and announce the winning campaign on March 26.

The winning campaign will be launched throughout Prada and UNESCO social channels as well as on
www.pradagroup.com and www.ioc.unesco.org, and the school of the selected project will be granted 5,000 euros
($6,066) to be invested in educational materials.

For the event, Prada Group's head of corporate social responsibility Lorenzo Bertelli and IOC's executive secretary
and assistant director general of UNESCO Vladimir Ryabinin will be joined by international personalities who have
dedicated their talent and careers to saving the ocean.

Jury members include: Italian writer Alessandro Baricco; aquanaut, oceanographic explorer and environmental
advocate Fabien Cousteau; environmental artist Anne de Carbuccia; marine scientist and social entrepreneur
Kerstin Forsberg; and Italian gold-medalist free diver Alessia Zecchini.

In additional efforts toward sustainability and inclusivity, Prada recently became the first luxury fashion company to
join The Valuable 500, a global community dedicated to transforming the business system for the benefit of people
with disabilities. The company is currently exploring different opportunities to define a long-term program of
activities, which begins with a commitment to hire individuals with Down's syndrome into its retail network (see
story).
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