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Prada is  continuing its  collaboration with UNESCO to help ensure girls ' safe return to school. Image courtesy of Prada

 
By LUXURY DAILY NEWS SERVICE

Italian fashion conglomerate Prada Group is collaborating with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) on an initiative called "Keeping Girls Connected," aiming to promote and assist
girls' continued education and safe returns to school.

Keeping Girls Connected is specifically aiming to assist students in Africa and to advocate for girls' learning,
empowerment, and access to online educational options. This initiative is following UNESCO's "Keeping girls in the
picture" campaign from last year, in which Prada donated the proceeds from the "Tools of Memory" auction to
support UNESCO's COVID-19 Global Education Coalition's work on girls' education.

Education is her right 
Although many schools are reopening as the pandemic improves, 128 million girls were already out of school
before COVID-19 emerged.

UNESCO estimated that more than 11 million girls and young women and 5.3 million learnings in sub-Saharan
Africa, where girls are most likely to be affected, are at risk of not returning to school this year. The organization
also reports that 450 million students have had no access to online learning during school closures as a result of the
pandemic.

This year's initiative hopes to build off of last year's campaign, "Keeping girls in the picture," which had a projected
reach of more than 360 million people.

Prada donated the proceeds from the "Tools of Memory" auction last year to UNESCO's efforts to support girls'
education. The fashion brand raised $514,453 dollars in the 72-piece auction.
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Prada and UNESCO recently completed the final s tage of their Sea Beyond sus tainability program. Image credit: Prada Group

Prada has continuously partnered with UNESCO for disparate initiatives.

Italy's Prada Group and UNESCO's Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) have announced the last
phase of the Sea Beyond program, an initiative that raises awareness on ocean preservation and sustainability
within schools around the world (see story).
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