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The Madison Avenue Business Improvement District (BID) is celebrating the autumn season with its second annual
Madison Avenue "Welcome Back Saturdays" event.

"Welcome Back Saturdays" will take place on Sept. 18 and 25 on the 29-blocks on Madison Avenue between 57th and
86th Streets. Guests may enjoy free programming on the street, al fresco dining and in-store experiences, shopping
incentives and gallery visits.

Welcome Back
The event will kick-off with "Wave & Take a Bow" at noon on Sept. 18, when the staff from more than 300 businesses
on Madison Avenue including luxury fashion brands Alexander McQueen, Carolina Herrera and Hermes will step
out of their stores, galleries, restaurants and salons to welcome clients back to their respective businesses.

They will take a bow for being among the designated essential workers in retail, restaurant and hospitality who have
given the Madison Avenue neighborhood community a sense of normalcy throughout the pandemic.

Joining them will be the owners, designers, restaurateurs, gallery owners and models attired or accessorized with
their respective brands' collections. The public is invited to share the moment to salute them, and spend the day
discovering and experiencing new offerings along Madison Avenue.
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Madison Avenue is  a hub for cus tomers  looking for the luxury retail experience. Image credit: Madison Avenue BID

Dogs are welcome, too.

Madison Avenue is inviting the public to "shop with your dog" on Sept. 25, in partnership with The Humane Society of
New York, who will provide pet-related programming throughout the day, including talks and tips by veterinarians,
pets available for adoption and pet portraiture.

Participating stores will have their specially designed water bowls out to welcome the dogs as well.

Nearly one year ago, Saks Fifth Avenue changed its windows to show love for New York City amid closures and
lockdowns caused by the pandemic.

The windows at its  flagship Fifth Avenue store featured a creative panorama by New York artist T imothy Goodman,
offering solidarity to New Yorkers. The display was one element of a wider drive, dubbed Saks <3 NYC, to raise
funds for those hit by COVID-19 (see story).
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