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French luxury conglomerate Kering and environmental nonprofit Conservation International have announced the
first grantees for their "Regenerative Fund for Nature."

Seven recipients were selected to establish a diverse and influential portfolio as part of the Fund's focus on
transitioning 1 million hectares of land to regenerative practices. Ultimately, these restorative farms and landscapes
will enhance luxury and fashion's cotton, wool, cashmere and leather supply chains.

"This next phase of our Regenerative Fund for Nature's rollout is integral to the attainment of Kering's goal to have a
net positive impact on biodiversity by 2025" said Marie-Claire Daveu, chief sustainability and institutional affairs
officer at Kering, in a statement.

"We had a tremendous response and the first grantees were selected from excellent proposals, showing both the
appetite and the opportunity to scale regenerative farming practices globally," she said. "We are exploring and
leveraging different actions to support further projects under the Fund that will maximize a positive impact on
biodiversity restoration in luxury and fashion's supply chains."

Farming change
Kering and Conservation International launched the Fund this January.

The Regenerative Fund for Nature provides grants to farmers, NGOs and key stakeholders who are supporting
transitions from current agricultural practices, which have high impacts on climate and nature, towards more
regenerative practices that restore nature and mitigate climate change (see story).

The initial call for proposals resulted in 73 applications from 17 countries. The applicants were evaluated on
alignment with the initiative's objectives, key environmental indicators, opportunities to scale and future potential.
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Each finalis ts  focuses  on different materials  and approaches . Image credit: Kering

The seven grantees will support the regenerative transition of more than 840,000 hectares, benefitting 60,000 people.

Hailing from South America, central Asia, India, Europe and Africa, the grantees include Mongolia's the Good
Growth Company, India's Organic Cotton Accelerator, Argentina's Solidaridad, Spain's Fundacion Global Nature,
Patagonia's Wildlife Conservation Society and the Wildlife-Friendly Enterprise Network, France's Epiterre and
Conservation South Africa.

Each organization will receive a grant between 100,000 and 500,000 euro, or about $118,900 to $594,800 at current
exchange, for one to three years.

"Global change always begins at the local level, which is why we're excited to support grassroots conservation
efforts on four continents with Kering under the Regenerative Fund for Nature" said Dr. M. Sanjayan, CEO of
Conservation International, in a statement.

"We know that the path to a sustainable, nature- ositive future must include Indigenous peoples and local
communities, so as we move into the next phase of the Fund, progress will be continually monitored together with
Kering to ensure that initiatives are delivering measurable outcomes for the environment, and just as critically, for
local livelihoods."
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