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Mensun Bound will board Queen Mary 2 for a seven-night excurs ion this  June. Image credit: Horvath/Falkland Is lands  Maritime Heritage
Trus t/National Geographic

 
By LUXURY DAILY NEWS SERVICE

British cruise line Cunard has tapped a renowned maritime archaeologist, Mensun Bound, to be an exclusive
speaker for a summer series.

Mr. Bound is lauded for his efforts and talents, having recently permeated the news cycle after he led the team that
discovered explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton's ship, the Endurance. The maritime archaeologist will board Queen Mary
2 in Southhampton for a seven-night excursion on June 24, 2022.

"It is  a huge honor to welcome Mensun Bound onboard our flagship Queen Mary 2 so soon after his historical
expedition captured the world's attention," said Matt Gleaves, vice president of commercial at Cunard, North
America and Australasia, in a statement. "I know our guests will be enthralled by his first-hand account of his
Endurance 22 expedition, as well as his extraordinary, decades-spanning career."

Sharing stories 
Mr. Bound, known as the "Indiana Jones of the Deep" recently worked in his role as Trustee of the Falklands
Maritime Heritage Trust, serving as Director of Exploration for his team of robotic technologists. On March 5, the
team discovered the storied shipwreck of Sir Shackleton, who had publicly called where his ship sank "the worst
portion of the worst sea on earth."

The ship sank in 1915.
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Mr. Bound will speak of his  work on the Queen Mary 2. Image credit: Neil Sackley, Cunard

In an exclusive Q&A session on the Queen Mary 2 in June, Mr. Bound will talk publicly of the expedition for the first
time amid a discussion on his career and how he and his team located "the world's most unreachable wreck," the
Endurance.

"To find a vessel of such historical significance is something that is hard to truly capture in a few words," Mr. Bound
said in a statement. "However, I am very much looking forward to joining Queen Mary 2 and sharing my excitement
and experiences for the first time with Cunard's guests."

Mr. Bound will also be working with Cunard in 2023, joining Queen Elizabeth on a 13-night voyage from Alaska to
San Fransisco.

Cunard has boasted several meaningful partnerships over the past year.

Last month, Cunard and auction house Julien's announced they were joining together for an exhibition preview of
the property from the life and career of late American comedian and actress Betty White.

The auction and exhibition will be an exclusive presentation and celebration of the legendary actress' long life and
eight-decade career. Guests aboard the cruise line's Queen Mary 2 on the Aug. 5-12 transatlantic voyage will be
offered auction highlights and opportunities to bid on select items ahead of the three-day public auction in
September (see story).
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