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Online retailer Net-A-Porter is ushering in the next generation of design talent, announcing the winners of the
inaugural Vanguard Education Fund.

In partnership with the British Fashion Council (BFC), the Vanguard Education Fund is providing mentoring and
financial support. Net-A-Porter is helping bring upcoming designers into the future, as recipients of the award will
benefit from 3D garment design training to help foster their skills.

"We are thrilled to announce the inaugural winners of The Vanguard Education Fund and are excited to support the
students as they embark on their professional journeys," said Libby Page, market director at Net-A-Porter, in a
statement. "Our goal is to continually expand our mentorship programs, and being able to offer learnings from our
long-standing Vanguard program to university students marks an exciting next step in our work to ensure emerging
designers have the tools they need for a successful career.

"The supporting campaign celebrates the best fashion from the most talented up-and-coming designers in the
industry, showcasing the individuality and high caliber of brands launched as part of The Vanguard."

The next generation 
The Vanguard Education Fund 2022 is being awarded to Ben Davis, who holds a bachelor's degree in fashion
design with industry placement from Kingston School of Art; Renato Bras, with a bachelor's degree in fashion
design with marketing from Central Saint Martins; Finlay Roberts, with a bachelor's degree in fashion design from
Falmouth University; and Maissane Zinai, with a bachelor's degree in fashion design womenswear from Central
Saint Martins.

The students will each be paired with two top mentors from the fashion industry for 12 months, selected with the
award winners' specific talents in mind.
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Recipients  will use 3D software program CLO, in an aim to equip the des igners  with all the skills  needed to continue their craft in the metaverse.
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The 3D software the recipients will be using is CLO, which aims to equip the designers with all the skills they need to
create in the metaverse.

Net-A-Porter is always keeping its eyes on the future, whether long-term in fostering new talent or short-term in
embracing seasonal trends. Evocative and romantic fashions are expected to be the dominating trends for
fall/winter 2022, according to the online retailer.

Sticking to its three key buying strategy pillars, elevate and curate; discover, disrupt and raise; and emotional escape,
the retailer is looking to aid consumers in offering pieces that excite them and help them become their most
expressive selves. Net-A-Porter forsees some key trends permeating including a return to black apparel, reliance on
fashion foundations, trophy dressing and more (see story).
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