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This  limited edition of Guerlain's  Bee Bottle alludes  to the works  of famed 20th-century French coloris t Henri Matis se. Image credit: Guerlain

 
By MARYBET H CONNAUGHT ON

French beauty brand Guerlain further deepens its relationship with the art world by releasing two limited-edition
fragrance collections inspired by the colors of 20th-century French colorist painter Henri Matisse.

Design house Maison Matisse, in its inaugural collaboration with the brand, has designed two collections, "Coleur
Bonheur" and "Jasmine Bonheur," which are inspired by two of the painter's most iconic works. The former
reimagines the brand's iconic Bee Bottle in celebration of its  170th anniversary.

"We were very lucky that Maison Matisse trusted us with these new creations," said Ann-Caroline Prazan, director of
Guerlain Art, Culture and Heritage in a statement. "It is  a partnership based on common values, excellence, high
standards, elegance, as well as the love of beauty, nature and art."

"My great-grandfather's works are multi-sensory, his world was filled with plants and flowers and they became
recurring motifs in his work. There are therefore many coherent links between his work and the art of Guerlain
perfumes," said Jean-Matthieu Matisse, founder of Maison Matisse, in a statement.

The color of joy
Henri Matisse is widely regarded as the quintessential colorist painter of the 20th century.

Founded in 1828, Guerlain has earned its own status as a French icon, thanks in part to its collaborations with the art
world.

For its latest collection, Maison Matisse, founded by Henri's great-grandson Jean-Matthieu Matisse, reimagined two
of the painter's greatest works to pay homage to one of Guerlain's.

Maison Matisse created 14 exclusive editions of the Bee Bottle which were inspired by Henri Matisse's 1939 painting
"La Musique." Exclusive to these hand-painted, numbered and signed objet d'arts will be "Coleur Bonheur," a fruity
fragrance meant to be interpreted as sunny, like the artist's  colors.
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"La Mus ique"-- the painting and palette from which the collection draws  its  inspiration. Image credit: Maison Matis se

Also available will be a limited edition Maison Matisse collection containing the new scent "Jasmin Bonheur,"
which pairs the Grandiflorum and Sambac species of jasmine flower, along with citrus and bergamot notes.

This fragrance, which presents in a fresh pink color, and its complementary design were both inspired by Henri
Matisse's 1950 painting "One Thousand and One Nights." Fittingly, this edition will be limited to 1000 bottles.

The collection is completed by the Figue Azure scented candle, which is meant to evoke a stroll through a thicket of
fig trees in the Mediterranean. It will be available worldwide in a limit of 500.

This collection, its  scents and colors are meant to evoke the same joy that inspired Henri Matisse's paintings, and
which the paintings continue to evoke.

"Jasmine Bonheur," inspired by the colors  of Henri Matis se. Image credit: Guerlain

Colorful History

Throughout the years, Guerlain has come to consider itself a patron of artists and craftspeople.

Its bee bottle, which celebrates its 170th anniversary this year, has passed through a number of artist's  hands, most
recently those of Paris -based jeweler French Lorenz Bumer.

For a collaboration with French compatriot fine crystal manufacturer Baccarat, Mr. Baumer created a "The Black
Bee: Prestige Edition" perfume bottle available in only 22 editions.

Made of rare black crystal supplied by Baccarat, the bottle incorporated the traditional French art of "le barbichage"
and topped the bottle with a black tassel (see story ).

Shared traditions and values are at the heart of this latest collaboration with Maison Matisse.

"This is why we were very happy to embark on this collaboration, especially since we share values, high standards,
respect for precision and love of color," said Mr. Matisse in a statement. "This celebration of happiness is a great
initiative and a first for Maison Matisse."
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