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Patek Philippe crafts  its  timepieces  with both the pas t and the future in mind. Image credit: Patek Philippe

 
By MARYBET H CONNAUGHT ON

Swiss watchmaker Patek Philippe has released "Philosophy Series," a collection of four short videos throughout
which brand president Thierry Stern explains the principles and practices that form the foundation of his house.

Each chapter offers an artful behind-the-scenes look at those highly skilled, meticulously trained craftspeople who
devote themselves to creating the finely tuned pieces that make up the brand's legacy. It is  an occasion to which a
machine cannot rise.

"At our family-owned company, everything we do relies on the skills and creativity of our people," says Thierry Stern,
president of Patek Philippe in an entry from the series.

"[These are] very human skills that cannot be rushed or replaced. Only humans can accept the challenge to always
be at the edge of what is possible."

There is no star
The series is scored with an ambient soundtrack. Rather than appearing in the video, Mr. Stern's words are etched
across the screen like an engraving.

In this style, he responds to a series of questions about the brand's approach to art, business, and craft.

In one segment, he explains why Patek Philippe releases a greater number of collections than perhaps its
contemporaries do.

From the internal vantage point, he says, since creativity is a cornerstone of the brand's philosophy, this approach
allows his creatives to express themselves and explore different ideas. Moreover, those united in their devotion to
the brand nonetheless have varying tastes. This is why, unlike others, Patek Philippe does not consider any of its
watches the hero.

"There is no star," he says.
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Patek Philippe's  devotion to craft at work. Image credit: Patek Philippe

Creativity means little if it is  not honed by skill and training--processes to which Patek Philippe is willing to devote
years. Despite however much frustration it may cause to some, the brand's first priority is maintaining the
impeccable standard by which it has come to be known. Fast, Mr. Stern says, is  the enemy.

"To accelerate the time it takes to make a watch, we would have to cut corners and lower our quality, and then the
watch ...would not be a Patek Philippe.

Family first
Founded in 1839 in Geneva, Patek Philippe is among the most prestigious watch manufacturers in the world, and its
pieces make up eight of the 10 most expensive watches ever sold at auction, as of December 2020.

The Stern family has owned the manufacturer since 1932, acquiring it during the Great Depression. In fact, Patek
Philippe is the last family-owned independent watch manufacturer in Geneva.

Under Mr. Stern's watch, family extends to all those who will remain, however far into the future, connected to the
brand through its timeless offerings.

This is why he trusts that each of the 100 elements that makes up a Patek Philippe watch will function just as well in
as many years' time, albeit with the aid of a little oil. It is  a responsibility he takes as personally as he does seriously,
since those who follow him will be his family.

"Watches made now," he says, "cannot be a problem for my successors, because at our family-owned company they
will be my sons."

Mr. Stern looks toward the future.

Campaigns like "Philosophy Series," which offer fleeting glimpses of some of the most prestigious venues and
brands in the world, allow for a sense of inclusion without compromising the exclusivity that is part of those brands'
success.

The balance is achieved, it seems, by focusing on the individual human faces behind, in and around the brand.

LVMH-owned Champagne house Dom Perignon produces a series of profiles on Michelin star chefs from around
the world. The most recent release showcased Italian chef Davide Oldani and his French counterpart Alain Perillat.

Both men cite nature as the greatest influence on their culinary practice, and upon tasting the Dom Perignon
Plnitude 2, both pick up on its salty notes. Yet the dishes they choose to pair with it vary wildly (see story).

A human-first philosophy is the foundation of Patek Philippe's success, as is more than evident in this release.
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