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Early March, none other than the house's  cofounder herself will s it down with the Los  Angeles  LGBT Center for a fires ide chat to kick off a new
philanthropic partnership. Image credit: CFDA
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Italian fashion label Versace and The Council of Fashion Designers of America (CFDA) are teaming up to support a
significant cause.

The pair have announced a set of new initiatives geared towards LGBTQ+ fashion design students. Slated for March
6, 2023, a Master Class event at the Los Angeles LGBT Center will launch the effort, followed by an upcoming
scholarship for young members of the LGBTQ+ community, which will continue to serve the segment.

"I have always believed in the power of young creatives," said Donatella Versace, in a statement.

"At Versace we have had some of the most amazing young talent join us and we have learned so much from them,"
she said. "I am thrilled that we can support a scholarship with the CFDA for an LGBTQ+ student and cannot wait to
see their creative energy come to fruition with our encouragement."

Charitable ties
A shared commitment to LGBTQ+ youth has sparked soon-to-come programming, plus a mentorship vehicle and
scholarship opportunity, all involving industry magnates.

Early March, none other than the house's cofounder herself will sit down with Phillip Picardi, chief marketing and
communications officer at the Los Angeles LGBT Center, for a fireside chat to kick off the philanthropic partnership.

Formerly the editor in chief of American LGBTQ+ news, fashion, entertainment, and lifestyle magazine Out the
publication maintains the highest circulation of any LGBTQ+ monthly in the U.S. Mr. Picardi is a media alum who
counts roles at Teen Vogue, Refinery29 and Allure, and who can soon add the live conversation with Ms. Versace to
his editorial repository.
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Founded in 1969, the center is  the world's  larges t facility providing services  to those who identity as  LGBTQ+. Image credit: Wikimedia
Foundation

Additionally and in favor of the partnership, the CFDA will lend access to select CFDA members and designers
based in LA. A delegation of students selected by the organization will be able to meet with and discuss careers in
the fashion industry with the more established and experienced industry figures.

The CFDA and Versace also plan to earmark funds towards LGBTQ+ fashion design students, in a launch to come
later this year. In the meantime, the partners are opting to provide these emerging talents with seats at Versace's
fall/winter 2023 collection showcase in Los Angeles on March 10.

Thus far, the CFDA Scholarship Fund has awarded approximately $3.3 million and 352 scholarships between 1996
and 2022, according to the organization.

 

View this post on Instagram

 

A post shared by cfda (@cfda)

The grant push has continued in the new year (see story).

"Fashion is an international industry and CFDA is extremely proud to partner with Versace and to work with
Donatella Versace, whom we have a longstanding relationship with," said Steven Kolb, CEO of CFDA, in a statement.

"CFDA and Versace have long supported the LGBTQ+ community, and we look forward to joining forces in this
effort."
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