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The public will be allowed into the expo for the first time. Image credit: Watches and Wonders Geneva/Valentin Flauraud
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Swiss luxury cong lomerate Richemont is readying  for a major industry event.

Opened today, the annual Watches and Wonders Geneva convention is underway in Switzerland, with 54 brands from across the
luxury spectrum descending  upon the city. Richemont along side Rolex and Patek Phillipe runs the org anization behind the
conference, with nearly all of the company's jewelry and watchmaking  maisons exhibiting  at the assembly.

Spotlight on the f uture
The number of labels attending  this year's show sets a record, with several appearing  for the first time in Watches and Wonders
Geneva's relatively short history; the event beg an in 2022.

New pieces and chronometer collections are set to be unveiled, with Cartier, Herms, Hublot, IWC Schaffhausen, Jaeg er-
LeCoultre, Tag  Heuer and Vacheron Constantin, among  many others, exhibiting  this week.

In 2023, the event saw maisons introduce new and innovative technolog ies and techniques to heritag e timepieces (see story).
T ime will tell what the trend will be this time.

Piaget is among the Richemont brands present on-site. Image credit: Richemont

Among  the offering s inside the Palexpo-Geneva is "The Salon" the larg est watch showroom the city has ever seen, according  to
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Richemont are a look at the future of watchmaking  from schools and start-ups at "The Lab," talks and conferences held in "The
Auditorium" and a "Watchmaking  Villag e" that will showcase the craft throug h g uided tours, workshops and other activities.

Watches and Wonders Geneva is scheduled to run from April 9 to 15, with the first four days of the event reserved for
professionals only. For the first time, the public will be allowed inside the convention from April 13 to 15 tickets are still available.

Allowing  consumers into the event is a strateg ic move, as the Watches and Wonders Geneva Foundation (WWGF) has noticed
that new audiences are taking  an interest in the industry.

"We have noticed a g rowing  interest in our industry from the young er g eneration, with an averag e ag e of 35 on the public days,
which is extremely encourag ing ," said Matthieu Humair, CEO of the WWGF, in a statement.
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